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Number of children who experienced the ACE 

Children aged 0-17 

The National Survey of Children's Health (NSCH) is completed by the parent or caregiver who may be unable or unwilling to 
acknowledge early negative childhood experiences. This question may be under-reported due to the victim’s disempowerment or 
concern that a disclosure may compromise the family’s safety. Data from other national surveys such as the National Survey of 
Children's Exposure to Violence (NatSCEV), which uses child self-report data, find that almost a quarter of children witnessed 
violence in their homes, schools, or communities (Wolak, 1998). 

Witnessing violence has been linked to increased psychological distress, increased mental health issues (Kitzmann, 2003), and 
an increased likelihood of the young person committing acts of violence (Howarth, 2013). Children who witness domestic abuse 
have outcomes similar to children who were physically abused themselves (Kitzmann, 2003). 

This is a proxy measure for toxic stress and is included as an 
Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE). This question asks 
parents, "Did [child's name] ever see or hear any parents, 
guardians, or any other adults in his/her home slap, hit, kick, 
punch, or beat each other up?" 

Percent of children witnessing domestic violence. 
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